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NEXT DCA MEETING

DCA AGM 2005 - Sat. 19th. February 2005, 10am. Monyash Village Hall

TheHall will be openfrom about9.30amwith tea,coffeeandbiscuitsontap. The Old Smithy Cafe,nextto
the Pub, does an excellent breakfast from about 9am.

GET KNOTTED!

For the secondime this yearin Derbyshiretherehasbeenan accidentwheresomeoneabseiledoff the end
of therope. This time it happenedn the big pitch in J.H. and the caverinvolved fell 30 ft., sustaining
seriousinjuries. Be awarethat rope shrinksin useand, unlessthe length hasbeencheckedrecently, the

rope may be shorterthanyou think; also, if you arerigging a complicatedpitch with manyre-belaysijt is

easyto usemoreropethanthe rigging guide lists without realisingit. Always tie a knot in the end of the

abseilropeto safeguard/ourself,vital if you arefirst downtheropeandit's packedn abagsoyou can'tsee
the end. If someoneelse packedthe rope bag, checkthat they tied a knot. If you arefirst down a rope
rigged by someone else in your absence - beware unpleasant surprises!

DCA SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2005
Club and Associate Members
There are importantchangeso subscriptionsdor DCA Club and AssociateMembersnow that the BCA
"One-Stop-Shophascomeinto operation. Subs.will be paidvia BCA from now on anddetailsof the new
paymentarrangementsvill be with you shortly. Remindersaboutthis havebeensentout - remembeialso
to cancel any standing order for subscriptions made payable to DCA.
Individual Members
Thereare no changedo the DCA Individual Memberssubscriptionthis year,it's still £10 and reminders
havebeensentout. If you arealreadypayingby standingorder,that'svery helpful - if youwantto switchto
this method of paying, contact Jenny.
Membership and Subscription details on the DCA website
While all the changesvere being sortedout, detailsof how to join DCA, membershigorms, subscription
details,etc. wereremovediemporarilyfrom the DCA websiteto avoid confusion. Theywill be putbackup
again after Christmas when everything is sorted again.

CONSERVATION / ACCESS

If you have any queries or problems relating to accessor conservationin the region you can email all the DCA
Conservation and Access team members occess@theDCA.org.uk . Team members are
Conservation & Access Officer, John Taylor: Tel. 01663-734918, Mob. 0786-670514ga\#or@uk.tiauto.com
Access Officer, lain Barker: Tel. 0114-2530112, Mob. 0771-0689704i&nbarker@peakland.freeserve.co.uk
Conservation Officer, Dave Webb: Tel. 0115-840-1109, davidwebb12@ntlworld.com
Asford Marble Mine - Access Change
To obtainthe key for accesdo the mine apply to the DCA AccessOfficer, lain Barker,56 Thornbridge
CrescentpBirley, Sheffield.S123AE. Phoneand email detailsabove. Proof of P.L. Insurancerequired.
(DCA Handbook page 2:4.)
Lathkill Head Cave, Garden Path Entrance - Access change
For conditionsof accesscontactDCA AccessOfficer, lain Barker, seeabove. Proof of P.L. Insurance
required. (DCA Handbook page 2:8.)
Hillocks
Thereis alargeamountof whatcould be “diggersdebris”justinsidethe entranceof Hillocks. It's beenthere
for quiteawhile anddoesn’tseemto bein use.If it's yoursandyou wantto claimt, contactRalphJohnson
soonor you mayfind it clearedawayand"skipped"by the Coffin Dodgers,(alongwith the CCPCstuff at
the bottom of Whalf Engine Shaft). Ralphis on Tel. 01782-515753 or ExetthCAVE@aol.com




Eyam Dale House Cave

On 14th. November ChesterfieldC. C. membersreported: "We visited EDH today and found what
appearedo usto be extensivenew collapseinto the rift passagdeforeNorth-WestChamber.Therealso
seemto besignsof ?freshfissuringboththereandin the big rift (The OtherSide). Haven'tbeentherefor at
leasttwelve months- so a bit hazy in memory, but it may be getting seriouslyunstablein places. No
evident problems elsewhere, but we think people should take great care.”

FLOODING IN WATERWAYS SWALLET
Although the entranceto WaterwaysSwalletis normally completelydry andthereis no waterat all in the
cave,it canflood suddenlyand completelyif heavyrain causeghe sink a hundredyardsup the valley to
overflow. Onegroupof caversreceivedanextremelysharplessonearlierthis autumnwhenthis happened
be wary!

DCA/BCA CAVERS WORKSHOP, 5/6 MARCH 2005
Planningis alreadyin handfor this eventwhich will include sessionon Cave RescueCave Instructor,
SRT, AdvancedSRT, LaddersLines Abseiling with Groups& Self Rescue Cave Video, Mines History,
Cave FormationDevelopment& Conservation. Cost per sessionwill be £10.00and it will be either at
PindaleCentre,Castletonor at UpperLimits in Longnor. We'll put the detailsup on the DCA web site as
soonaswe havethem. Contact:Nigel Atkins - Tel: 01283210666, Fax: 01283210777, Mob: 07831
449919, Emnigel@pennineorganisation.com. Contact Nigel direct for other training events planned in 2005.

CROMFORD CANAL CLEANUP
PeakTraining arelooking to form a working partyto clearweedsfrom CromfordCanalagain,sois anyone
availableto help duringweekcommencingvionday, 10th January2005? Anyoneinterestedshouldcontact
Vickie, pleaseasshe'sagainthe co-ordinatorfor this effort. We know thatcanoeings not first on cavers’
list of activities, but maybe some of our membersalso canoe? Phone 01629-760297or email
vickie.newey@peak-training.co.uk. Thanks in anticipation.

CAMBRIAN CAVING COUNCIL WEBSITE
Cambrian Caving Council now have their own websitewat.cambriancavingcouncil.org.uk. Check it out if
you're intending to cave in Wales.

NEWS OF MEMBERS

Welcome to New Individual Members:

JOHN S. BATES, 6 Piper Close, Shepshed, Loughborough, Leics. LE12 9TF. Tel. 01509-827117,
Em. john.bates666@ntlworld.com

DAVID WHITEHOUSE , 2 Whitecotes Park, Walton, Chesterfield. S40 3QT. Tel. 01246-554270,
Em. revdavwit0O4@yahoo.co.uk

Change of Email:

DCA Conservation Officer, Dave Webb- davidwebb12@ntl.co.uk

DCA Cave Registry Secretary, John Beck john.beck@btinternet.com

DCA Equipment Officer, Dave Cowley- davecave23@yahoo.co.uk

ROLLS ROYCE CAVING CLUB , Victor Holbrook -Hol814@aol.com

NIGEL NIX , nigel.nix@voa.gsi.gov.uk

Address Changes:

DERBYSHIRE COUNTRY COUNCIL YOUTH SERVICE , c/o Rory Sellar, Adventurous Activity
Team, Peter Webster Centre, Sheffield Road, Whittington Moor, Chesterfield S41 8LQ.
Tel. 01246 264660, Enfory.sellar@ukonline.co.uk

PEAK DISTRICT MINES HISTORICAL SOCIETY, Nigel Nix, 87 Windsor Road, Fairfield, Buxton,
SK17 7NR, Tel. 01298 214110, Enigel.nix@voa.gsi.gov.uk

FOR YOUR NEWSLETTER / NOTICEBOARD Hon. Sec. Treasurer, Jenny Potts,
3 Greenway, Hulland Ward,
www.theDCA.org.uk dca@theDCA.org.uk Ashbourne, Derbys. DE6 3FE.

Tel. 01335-370629
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