D DerBYSHIRE CAVING ASSOCIATION
C Information Circular 2004/4, July-Sept. 2004

A NEXT DCA MEETING

DCA Council - Sat. 27 November 2004, 10am. Monyash Village Hall
TheHall will be openfrom about9.30amwith tea,coffeeandbiscuitsontap. The Old Smithy Cafe,nextto
the Pub, does an excellent breakfast from about 9am.

DCA AGM 2005 - Sat. 19th. February 2005, 10am. Monyash Village Hall

DCA MINUTES ARE NOW ON THE WEBSITE
Minutesof DCA Meetingsand Officers Reportsto Council Meetingswill now be postedon the DCA websiteassoonas possibleafter
the meetinghastakenplace. (Theyarein pdf formatandcanbe downloadedand printedusingthe pdf readeralreadyon the website.)
Already postedarethe AGM 2004, April and July 2004 Council Meeting Minutes. Our thanksto DCA webmasteiPaul Johnsorfor
arranging this.
PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE

At the DCA Council Meetingon 17th. July the subjectof P.L. Insurancefor caverswas discussedn detail. (Seeitem 5.5.c of the
MinutesandP.T.Mellors’ Report- now postedon the DCA website.)An outline offer of renewalhadbeenreceivedirom PerkinsSlade,
DCA’s brokers,but we were not sure of the situationre. BCA. It was agreedthat in principle DCA wishedto supporta national
insuranceschemethrough BCA but had a responsibilityto its insuredmembersnot to refusethe PerkinsSladeoffer until we were
certainthata viable alternativewasin place. It wasfelt we hadinsufficientinformationto makea final decisionat the meetingon 17th.
July butit couldnotbeleft until the nextCouncilMeetingon 27th. November. Hencea meetingof DCA Officers hasbeenarrangedor
22nd. Septemberat which a decisionwill be madeandthoseinsuredthroughDCA will be informedimmediatelyafterwards. DCA’s
Legal& InsuranceDfficer andBCA's InsuranceManagerareliaising closelyin seekingthe bestway forward. The Officers’ Meetingis
at 8pm. at the Orpheus C.C. Cottage, Parsley Hay. If any memberswould like to be presentat this meetingthey are welcome-
contact Jenny Potts if you don’t know how to get there.

CONSERVATION / ACCESS

If you have any queries or problems relating to accessor conservation in the region you can email all the DCA
Conservation and Access team members Ohccess@theDCA.org.uk . Team members are:

Conservation & Access Officer, John Taylor: Tel. 01663-734918, Mob. 0786-670514@hylbn@uk.tiauto.com
Access Officer, lain Barker: Tel. 0114-2530112, Mob. 0771-0689704 idiiarker@peakland.freeserve.co.uk
Conservation Officer, Dave Webb: Tel. 0115-840-1109, &nidwebb12@ntlworld.com (Note amended email address.)

Devonshire Mine

On 9th. Septembethe entranceto DevonshireMine was reportedto be blockedby large rocks which had beendeliberately
placedagainstthe gate. Enquiriesestablishedhat this had beendone by personsunknown without the permissionof the

Landownerand that the Landownerwas happyto havethe rocks removedand accesge-instated. A working party hasnow

clearedthe gateanda noticewill be placedby the entranceo the mine explainingthe situationwith regardto access.It appears
that there may have beensomeproblemsrecentlyaffecting otherresidentsn the road- in particularthoughtlessbehaviourby

young people coming down the road after a visit - and this has upsetsomeoneocally. (Problemsreportedrelateto noisy

behaviour,droppedlitter, etc.) It is importantto emphasiseo all party leadersthat young peopleMUST BE SUPERVISED
PROPERLY, both when walking up the road to the Mine and when they leave after their visit.

CO:2 In Knotlow/Hillocks and Pollution in Knotlow

ExcessCO; wasreportedin the Knotlow/Hillocks connection(MeccanoPassagen mid-July and confirmedlater that week by
other caversusing detectorequipment. Later in the month other caversreportedthat the problem appearedo be no longer
present. As always, be alert for the symptoms of excessd&pleted oxygen levels which appear intermittently in this system.
DaveWebb,DCA ConservatiorOfficer, hasnow replacedhe bookin theammobox at the baseof the climbing shaftof Knotlow
Mine. The format of the new book s slightly differentto allow one pageper entry andto encourage fuller reportand contact
detailsfrom thosewho wish to providemoreinformation.For exampleit helpsto know the prevailingsurfaceweatherconditions
andif thereis anymuckspreadinggoingon. Otherwiseeverythingis backto normalandwe would thankyou in advancedor your
continuedsupport. Davehasplaceda summaryin the box of the mostrecententriesprior to the lastbookbecomingwaterlogged.
Pleasedon’t hesitateto contactDave or a memberof the teamat access@thedca.org.co.uk if you need,or wish to provide,further
information. Many thanks again for your help.

Youd’s Level Pollution

Following on from concernsregardingpollution in the entranceadit to Youd's Level expressedit UndergroundConservation
Forum and Cave Liaison meetings, DCA ConservationOfficer Dave Webb visited the site with Dave Ottewell of the
EnvironmentAgencyon July 13th2004,asplannedto inspectandtakesamples. As the siteis in an SSSIit is necessaryo pass
through the pollution in order to carry out monitoring duties - clearly an unsatisfactorystate of affairs. Dave Ottewell has
submitted the samples taken for analysis and we are hopeful that something positive will come of our efforts.

Peak Cavern Access

Access to Peak Cavern will begin again at the end of October and continue till March next year. As usual, please contact John
Beck to make your booking: emgihn.becké@btinternet.com (note amended email address) write enclosing S.A.E. and

remember each member of the party must be prepared to show evidence of P.L. Insurance cover.




Derbyshire Dales District Council proposals to require a licence for all groups wishing to abseil on Council owned land

In JuneDCA SecretaryJennyPottswas madeawareof proposalshy DDDC to requirea Licence/Insurancandto placeother
restrictionson groupsabseilingon Council owned land. Although this appearedo refer in the first instanceto High Tor,
Matlock, it could alsoapplyto othersitesandmaythereforehavethe potentialto affectcaving. Following submissiondy DCA
andotherlocal intereststhe PlanningPolicy Managerhaswritten to saythat heis currentlyreviewingall the commentsDDDC
havereceivedon this matterwith a view to presentinghemto Committeein due course. He also said he would endeavouto
advise interested parties of the date that this matter will be reported to Committee.

DCA Handbook Updates

Thefull setof eight DCA Handbookupdatesheetshasnow beensentout to all membersasfollows: New front cover; 2:3/2:4;
2:5/2:6; 2:7/2:8; 2:11/2:12; 2:15/2:16; 3:9/3:10 and 4:1/4:2. If you haven'treceivedtheseor if anyaremissing,pleasecontact
Jenny Potts.

"The Lead Legacy"

A new book has just been published by the Peak District National Park Authority Lead Rakes Project in partnership with Englis
Heritage and English Nature, 2004. “The Lead Legacy - The Prospects for the Peak District’'s Lead Mining Heritage” by John
Barnatt and Rebecca Penny. 111 pages; includes photos, maps, surveys in colour. You can obtain a copy for free but you will
need to pay for postage (probably about £3.00+). Contact Phillipa Davey, 01629-816383, to request a copy

EVENTS, TALKS & FILMS, ETC.

China Caves International Symposium, 24-26 September, R.G.S. London.

Detailsfor the China CaveslinternationalSymposiumare now availableonline at www.andyeavis.com. This site will be updated
regularly as more detailsaboutthe programmeare confirmed.In the meantime thereis a feedbackform with which you can
registerinterestand reserveaccommodatiorin London.If you would like furtherinformationaboutthe hotelsavailable,please
email mel@andyeavis.com. We look forward to hearingfrom you andif you haveany queriesat all or would preferto receive

information by regular post please contact Andy Eavis or Mel Hannam either via this email address or by calling 01482 648658

Cave Art & Archaeology, Tuesday 28th. Sept. at Peak District Mining Museum, Matlock Bath
Starting at 7.30pm. (Museum open from 6.30pm.) Free admission. Two slide presentations:
7.30 - 8.30pm. Cave Archaeology in the Creswell Region. Speaker Dr. Andrew Chamberlain, University of Sheffield.
8.30-8.45pm. Interval.
8.45-9.15pm. Cave Art in the South of France. Speaker Bernard Chandler (Featuring Lascaux Cave, famous for its cave paintings)
Notes:
1. A unique opportunity to hear about Cave Archaeology in the Creswell region (situated on the Notts/Derbys border).
Cresswell has recently been in the 'media spotlight' following the discovery of Cave Art in one of the caves - and meet a
potholer who visited the 'original’ Lascaux Cave in France.
Tea, coffee, soft drinks, etc. will be available in the Museum.
Museum bookshop will be open for sales.
Bring a cushion (hard seats).
For further information contact Paul Chandler (PDMHS Meets Co-ordinator & organiser of the event) - tel. 01246-22077:
Peak District Mines Historical Society (PDMHS) Event with all welcome.
HIDDEN EARTH 2004: Brewery Arts Centre, Kendal, 1 - 3 October, 2004
Details are now on the Hidden Earth Websitevat.hidden-earth.org.uk
Pre-Conference events at Dalesbridge Centre, Austwick on 29 & 30 Sept. & 1st. Oct.
Pre-Conference field trips, including caving trips, are being organised in Yorkshire, based at Dalesbridge, to link in with the
China Caves project. Meet on Wednesday evening at Dalesbridge. Details on Hidden Earth website as they become available
contact Bookings Officer Wendy Williams on 01749-679839.

Caving Film & Winter Mountaineering Lectures

A 'BestOf Kendal Film Festival'eveningis beingorganisedat the ShowroomCinemain Sheffieldon Octoberl13th which will
feature,amongsbtherfilms, Gavin Newman’sawardwinning film ‘Wookey Exposed’.The eveningwill startat8.15pm,cost£7
full and £5 concessionlast for 2% hoursand consistof 7 films (caving, skiing, kayaking, mountaineeringand climbing). See
www.heason.net for more information.

DCA/BCA Cavers Workshop, February 2005
Planningis alreadyin handfor this event- further detailsandexactdatesfrom Nigel Atkins assoonaswe havethem. Contact:
Tel: 01283 210666, Fax: 01283 210777, Mob: 07831 449919, nlgah@pennineorganisation.com

SUSS THREATENED WITH CLOSURE
Sheffield University Spel. Soc.havebeentold by "USport" (a joint partnershipof university and union which runsall the sport
andis not answerabléo the studentsYhattheyareto be closeddown beforethe newterm (alongwith 7 other"outdooractivity"
clubs). SUSSareattemptingto fight this andmay be ableto form a separatelub, not financially supportecdy USportbut linked
to the Universityin someway. Theyareconcernedhatanattemptmay be madeby USportto sell off their equipmento outside
cavingclubsbeforethey areableto sortthingsout, sothey appealto clubs: pleasedo not attemptto buy cavinggearbeingsold
off in thisway. Advice is beingsoughtfrom Council of Higher EducationCaving Clubs,BCA, DCA andBCRA - everyoneis
trying to help.
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